
                                        STATE OF ARIZONA 
                                        ARIZONA STATE LIQUOR BOARD 
                                        800 WEST WASHINGTON, 5TH FLOOR 
                                        PHOENIX, AZ 85007 
                                        PHONE:  (602) 542-9789  FAX:  602-542-5707 
                                        Website:  www.azliquor.gov 
                                        Website:  www.azliquor.gov/liquor_board.asp 

 
JANICE K. BREWER                             J. D. GHELFI                                     ALAN EVERETT 
Governor                                                    Board Chair                                                       Director 
 

1 

Arizona State Liquor Board Hearing Minutes 
April 7, 2011 

 
Members Present: J.D. Ghelfi-Chair, Jim Carruthers, Robin Cantrell, Michael Farley, Tim Linden, Vikki 

Scarafiotti 
 
Members Absent:  Bill DuPont-Vice-Chair  
 
Counsel Present:  Camila Alarcon, Assistant Attorney General 
  
Staff Present:  Kelly Stetson, Board Administrator 
 
A. Call to Order 
The hearing of the Arizona State Liquor Board was called to order on March 3, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. with Mr. Ghelfi 
presiding. 
 

Roll Call 
Mr. DuPont was absent from the hearing, all other board members were present.  
 

B. Recognition of Past Chair 
A plaque was presented to Charles Huellmantel for his services as Chairman and a board member.  
 
C. Rescheduling  
 
Motion to reschedule the June 2, 2011 hearings to the following Thursday, June 9, 2011.- Carruthers 
Seconded -    Cantrell 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Rescheduled to June 9, 2011 
 
D. Minutes 
  
July 2010 minutes tabled.  
 
Motion to Approve -  Farley 
Seconded -    Linden 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   Scarafiotti 
Disposition -      October 2010 minutes were approved. 
 
Motion to Approve -  Farley 
Seconded -    Carruthers 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley 
Nay -    None 



Abstained -   Linden, Scarafiotti 
Disposition -      November 2010 minutes were approved. 

 
E. 9:00 A.M. Agenda:  review, consideration and action 
 
The Board began with item #2 on the agenda. 
 

1. Beer & Wine Store License No. 10076097 – Original Application 
 
Guillermo Vega Gomez, Agent 
Carniceria Mexico, LLC 
Carniceria Mexico 
4450 S. 19th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85041 
 
This matter was set for hearing because the City of Phoenix recommended disapproval and the Department of 
Liquor Licenses and Control issued a protest in regard to this application. The applicant, Guillermo Vega Gomez, 
was present at the hearing and was not represented by counsel. Robert Smith appeared on behalf of the City of 
Phoenix. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon appeared on behalf of the Department of Liquor Licenses and 
Control. Subsequent to this matter being scheduled for hearing, the City of Phoenix withdrew the recommendation 
of disapproval and the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control withdrew the protest. Ms. Alarcon stated the 
applicant was in compliance as fines had been paid to the Department and the license was surrendered as required. 
Mr. Smith noted that the applicant obtained the required use permit.   
     
Motion to Grant -   Farley 
Seconded -    Linden 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      License granted 
 
The Board proceeded to item #3. 
 

2. Restaurant Liquor License No. 12078498- Original Application 
 
Jared M. Festner, Agent 
Babes Sports Bar & Grill II, LLC 
Babes Sports Bar & Grill 
4921 E. Ray Road, Suite B102 
Phoenix, AZ 85044 
 
This matter was set for hearing because the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control issued a protest in regard to 
this application. The applicant was represented by counsel Nicholas Guttilla who addressed the Board. Attorney 
General Camila Alarcon appeared on behalf of the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. Subsequent to this 
matter being scheduled for hearing, counsel for the applicant filed a request to withdraw the application. The 
Department did not object to the request to withdraw the application.  
 
Motion to Withdraw -  Carruthers 
Seconded -    Cantrell 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Withdrawal of application granted 
 
The Board went back to item #1.  
 

3. Beer & Wine Store Liquor License No. 10076056- Request for Rehearing 
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Hareshkumar J. Bhanvadia, Agent        
Bell Fuel and Food, LLC 
Spark Fuel 
2401 E. Bell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 
 
This application was denied at the January 13, 2011 board hearings. The applicant, Hareshkumar J. Bhanvadia was 
present and was not represented by counsel. Assistant City Prosecutor Esteban Gomez was present on behalf of the 
City of Phoenix. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was present to provide legal advice to the Board. 
Chairman Ghelfi noted that that there was new information not available at the hearing to be considered. Mr. 
Bhanvadia noted he worked with the community and had letters to present. Chairman Ghelfi moved the hearing to 
later in the day to allow time to review the documents presented.  
  
The Board proceeded to item #4. 
 
The Board continued the hearing after reviewing the additional information presented. Chairman Ghelfi and Mr. 
Linden noted that the information did not appear to be new information that was not readily available at the time of 
the initial hearing. Mr. Carruthers noted the applicant could reapply in one year.  
 
Motion to deny the request for rehearing - Linden 
Seconded -    Carruthers 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Request for rehearing denied 
 
The Board proceeded to item #8.  
  

4. Liquor Store Sampling License No. 09070263-S - Original Application 
 
Clare H. Abel, Agent 
Sam’s Club #6605 
1225 N. Gilbert Road  
Gilbert, AZ 85234 

 
This matter was set for hearing because the Town of Gilbert forwarded the application with no recommendation. The 
agent, Clare H. Abel, was present and addressed the Board. The Town of Gilbert was not present. Gina Tiburzi, Co-
Manager, Sam’s Club #6605, was sworn and testified. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was present to provide 
legal advice to the Board. Ms. Abel presented copies of the Town minutes to the Board for the record.  
 
Motion to Grant -   Farley 
Seconded -    Cantrell 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      License Granted 

 
5. Restaurant Liquor License No. 12078521- Original Application 

 
Gregory E. Davis, Agent 
Antar’s Sports Bistro, LLC 
Antar’s Sports Bistro 
9611 W. Camelback Road, Suite 101 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 
 
This matter was continued from the February and March 2011 board hearings. This matter was set for hearing because 
the City of Phoenix recommended disapproval and the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control issued a protest in 
regard to this application. The applicant was represented by counsel Peter Schelstraete.  Assistant City Prosecutor Nathan 
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Watts appeared on behalf of the City of Phoenix. Attorney General Camila Alarcon appeared on behalf of the 
Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. Mr. Schelstraete noted that a withdrawal of application form had been filed. 
The Department did not object to the request to withdraw the application.  
 
Motion to Withdraw -  Carruthers 
Seconded -    Cantrell 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Withdrawal of application granted 

 
6. Restaurant Liquor License No. 12078576- Original Application 

 
Keith P. Stone, Agent 
Stan’s Metro Deli, LLC 
Stan’s Metro Deli  
414 S. Mill Avenue, Suite 115 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
 
This matter was set for hearing because the City of Tempe recommended disapproval. The applicant was not present and 
was not represented by counsel. The City of Tempe was not present. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was 
present to provide legal advice to the Board. 
 
Motion to Continue -  Linden 
Seconded -    Farley 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Continued to the May 5, 2011 hearings 

 
The Board proceeded to item #9. 
 
7. Restaurant Liquor License No. 12078569- Original Application 
 
Lauren K. Merrett, Agent 
Elena’s Restaurant Concepts, LLC 
Jolta Java 
14418 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 185 
Phoenix, AZ 85254 
 
This matter was set for hearing because the City of Phoenix recommended disapproval. The agent Lauren Merrett was 
present. Assistant City Prosecutor Robert Smith was present on behalf of the City of Phoenix. A representative from the 
Phoenix Police Department was also present. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was present to provide legal 
advice to the Board. Ms. Merrett requested the matter be continued to allow the applicant to obtain legal counsel.  
 
Motion to Continue -  Carruthers 
Seconded -    Farley 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Continued to the May 5, 2011 hearings 

 
8.  Beer & Wine Store Liquor License No. 10076100- Original Application 
 
Edmund Samando, Agent 
Crown Wine & Beer, LLC 
Crown Wine & Beer  
9636 N. 7th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 
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This matter was set for hearing because the City of Phoenix recommended disapproval. William Black appeared on behalf 
of the applicant and requested a short continuance to discuss matters before the hearing. Assistant City Prosecutor Esteban 
Gomez was present on behalf of the City of Phoenix. A representative from the Phoenix Police Department was also 
present. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was present to provide legal advice to the Board.   
 
The Board recessed at 9:38 a.m. and reconvened at 9:52 a.m. 
 
The board proceeded to item #3.  
 
The Board continued the hearing. Mr. Black requested the application be withdrawn at this time. The City of Phoenix did 
not object to the request to withdraw the application.  
 
Motion to Withdraw -  Carruthers 
Seconded -    Cantrell 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Withdrawal of application granted 
 
 
F. 1:30 P.M. Agenda:  review, consideration and action 
 
The Board proceeded to item #10. 

 
9.     Beer & Wine Store Liquor License No. 10073832- Agent Change/Acquisition of Control Application 
 
Sukwi Kim, Agent 
Amigos Market, Inc. 
Amigos Market  
9204 N. 7th Street, Suite 10 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 
 
This matter was set for hearing because the City of Phoenix recommended disapproval and the Department of Liquor 
Licenses and Control issued a protest in regard to this application. William Black appeared on behalf of the applicant. 
Assistant City Prosecutor Barbara Parascandola appeared on behalf of the City of Phoenix. Attorney General Camila 
Alarcon appeared on behalf of the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. Mr. Black requested the application be 
withdrawn at this time. The City of Phoenix and the Department did not object to the request to withdraw the application.  
 
 
Motion to Withdraw -  Farley 
Seconded -    Linden 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti (Cantrell absent) 
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Withdrawal of application granted 
  
The Board proceeded to item #11. 

 
10.     Restaurant Liquor License No. 12078558- Original Application 
 
Francisco Vazquez Garcia, Agent 
Los Armandos, LLC 
Los Armandos Mexican Food 
5820 W. McDowell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85035 
 
This matter was continued from the March 2011 board hearings. This matter was set for hearing because the City of 
Phoenix forwarded the application with no recommendation. The applicant, Francisco Vazquez was present and was not 
represented by counsel. Mario Barajas, certified interpreter was present. The City of Phoenix was not present. Assistant 
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Attorney General Camila Alarcon was present to provide legal advice to the Board. Mr. Vasquez was sworn and testified 
and presented petitions of support to the Board.  
 
Motion to Grant -   Carruthers 
Seconded -    Farley 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti  
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      License granted 
 
The Board proceeded to item #12. 

 
11.     Beer & Wine Store License No. 10074188- Appeal of Director’s Decision & Order 
 
Antoin Yelda, Agent       Complaint No. 10A-0012-LIQ 
Alamo Liquors & Foods 
2001 E. Van Buren Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
 
This matter was continued from the March 2011 board hearings. This matter is an appeal of the Director’s Decision and 
Order. The Board may affirm, reverse or modify the Director’s Decision and Order. The applicant, Antoin Yelda, was 
present and was represented by counsel, Harvey Yee and addressed the Board. Attorney General Camila Alarcon appeared 
on behalf of the Department of Liquor Licenses and Control. Mr. Yee presented evidence and stated that the outside 
storage area was never part of the licensed premise. Maps were reviewed. Ms. Alarcon recommended a suspension of 21 
days.  
 
Motion to Affirm -   Scarafiotti 
Seconded -    Carruthers 
Yay -    Ghelfi, Carruthers, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti (Cantrell absent)  
Nay -    None 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      Director’s Decision and Order affirmed and the suspension is effective  
     May 13, 2011 6 a.m. through June 4, 2011 6 a.m.  
 
The Board recessed at 3:04 p.m. and reconvened at 3:13 p.m. 

 
The Board continued item #12.  

 
12.     Bar Liquor License No. 06070484- Agent Change/Acquisition of Control Application 

From: 
John A. Irwin, Agent 
DAL, LLC 
Spuds Bar & Grill 
3558 W. Northern Avenue, Suite A 
Phoenix, AZ 85051 
 

To: 
Theresa J. Morse, Agent 
DAL, LLC 
Spuds Bar & Grill 
3558 W. Northern Avenue, Suite A 
Phoenix, AZ 8505

This matter was continued from the March 2011 board hearings. This matter was set for hearing because the City of 
Phoenix recommended disapproval and due to public protest. Peter Schelstraete representing DAL, LLC was 
present. There was no one present on behalf of the public protestors. Assistant City Prosecutor Elizabeth Sugges was 
present on behalf of the City of Phoenix and addressed the Board. Assistant Attorney General Camila Alarcon was 
present to provide legal advice to the Board. John Irwin, Jack Beaver, Aurelia Valarez, Theresa Morse, Oscar Cortez 
and Karen Hughes were sworn.  
 
The Board recessed at 1:47 p.m. and reconvened at 1:56 p.m. 
 
Ms. Cantrell excused herself from this hearing. The Board proceeded to item #9.  
 
The Board continued the hearing. Ms. Cantrell returned to the hearings.  
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Mr. Irwin was called as witness and testified.  
 
The Board recessed at 4:13 p.m. and reconvened at 4:23 p.m. 
 
Mr. Irwin continued his testimony. Ms. Morse, agent and Mr. Beaver, probate lawyer were called as witness and 
testified. Detective Oscar Cortez was called as witness and testified.  
 
Motion to Grant -   Carruthers 
Seconded -    Farley 
Yay -    Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti  
Nay -    Ghelfi 
Abstained -   None 
Disposition -      License granted 
 
The Board recessed at 5:50 p.m. and reconvened at 5:55 p.m. 
 
13.   Liquor Store License No. 09077009- Original Application 
 
Jason B. Morris, Agent 
German Dobson CVS, LLC 
CVS Pharmacy #9347 
1525 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
 
This matter was continued from the March 2011 board hearings. This matter was set for hearing due to public 
protest. Jason Morris, agent and Adam Baugh were present on behalf of CVS. Assistant Attorney General Camila 
Alarcon was present to provide legal advice to the Board. Jim Foy, Ginnie Ann Sumner, Robert Young were sworn. 
Protestors John Chonka, Gary Egan, Margaret Dietrich, Jane Tourville, Chris Brown and Kris Floor were present 
and sworn. Leah Roberts was not present and her protest was noted for the record.  
 
Mr. Linden disclosed that as a wholesaler he services one CVS store in Sierra Vista and did not anticipate any 
potential conflict moving forward. There was no objection.  
 
Opening arguments were made by Mr. Morris and Mr. Egan. Mr. Foy, registered pharmacists and district manager at 
CVS, was called as witness and testified. Ms. Cantrell asked questions regarding the schools in the area, product 
displays and meetings with the protestors. Ms. Scarafiotti asked further questions regarding product placement and 
display. Mr. Farley and Chairman Ghelfi asked about the school that recently closed in the area that is within 300 
feet of the proposed location.  
 
The Board recessed at 7:05 p.m. and reconvened at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Ms. Sumner, was called as witness and testified. Letters from Cesar Garcia, General Manager of Quality Inn and 
City of Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon were read into the record.  
 
Motion to convene in executive session - Ghelfi 
Seconded -     Cantrell 
Yay -     Ghelfi, Carruthers, Cantrell, Farley, Linden, Scarafiotti 
Nay -     None 
Abstained -    None 
Disposition -       Convene in executive session 
 
The Board convened in executive session at 7:21 a.m. and reconvened in open session at 7:25 p.m. 
Mr. Young was called as witness and testified. Mr. Morris made a presentation and closing to the Board.  
 
Mr. Egan, Deputy Director of the Phoenix Art Museum, Ms. Dietrich representing the Midtown Museum District 
Neighborhood Association and Mr. Chonka testified.   
 
The Board recessed at 8:59 p.m. and reconvened at 9:08 p.m. 




